R . * 
A BY 


* a 5: : "4 n * 
* * e K . 40 oy 7 , 9 
9 * 9 * i" ofa * . . 5 
N * * n 3 
* KONG N 9 [1 


e 
_ 


— 


THE by 


| 1 
* 


„„ r WORTH Oy 


bs OF | 
SCRIPTURE KNOWLEDGE; = 
WITH SOME 
General Directions, or Rules, 
0 : FOR THE | 
3 4 CHI UNDERSTANDING THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, 
A COMMENT o rus LORD's PRAYER, ' 
. LORD 


SN 


— . Dia 2 


en, 
e. ge 


, 
* 


BY FRANCIS ROBERTS, D. 5. 
Rector of the Church at Wrington, in the County of Somerſet, ; 


1 


= ABRIDGED 


BY JOHN TIFT. | 


"IJ 
„ 2 | | 


YE DO ERR NOT KNOWING THE SCRIPTURES NOR — 
THE POWER OF GOD. 


2 . 
7. Patios, ai 
La N 


Mar 9 
- * 


of Burton-upon-Trent ; | Y 
OR + PRINTED BY r. war. | N 


* - 


3j. LE 


PRs 
* 


PRICE SIX-PENCE, —ĩ—— 3 


—— 


SAY 


** 
1 od "Or 8D ye 
r 
1 * 240 / J af * bs 
7 HY SITY 


PREFACE 
T0 rus 
READER, 


— 


* 


Bible.“ 


The Editor has carefully endeavoured to pre- 


ſerve the ideas, and moſt valuable matter of the 


author, at the ſame time to avoid the tautology, 
prolixity, and obſolete words and phraſes, too 


common in this, and other ancient writings. 


This piece not being attainable without pur- 
chaſing the whole book, (which would not be 


convenient for every one) and the book itſelf 


being very ſcarce, induced the Editor to attempt 
this abridgement, for the recovering ſo valuable 
a picce from almoſt oblivion. 


That this may prove, in the hand of God, an 
Inſtrument of exciting mankind 0, and aſſiſting 
them in, reading the Holy Scriptures, is the deſire 
and earneft prayer of the Reader's weak, un- 
worthy, but willing ſervant, 


Burton, Auguft 8, 1794+ 
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THE 
| Great Worth of Scripture Knowledge; 


SOME GENERAL DIRECTIONS, OR RULES, FOR THERIGHT 
UNDERSTANDING THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, | 


"FRE Holy Scriptures are the lively oracles 
of the living God, unfolding the ſecrets of 


his will to man; the Epiſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, reveal- 
ing from heaven the ſaving myſteries of his ſweeteſt 


love unto his church; and the bleſſed Charter of 
the Saints, which 5 tract of time ſhall reverſe, 
whereby they hold of God all their preſent enjoy- 

ments in the life that how 1s, and all their future 
hopes for that which is to come, Job eſteemed 
them more than his neceſſary food. Paul delighted 


therein touching the inward man. David preferred 
them before the honey and the honey- comb; before 


great ſpoil, thouſands of gold and filver, and all 


riches; and therefore accounted them his heritage, 
his counſellors, his comfort, &c, Yea, profeſſeth his 
heart did break for longing to God's judgments at 

all times. And every godly man ſhould make the 


Scripture his dclight, and meditate therein night 


and day. 


. As 
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As God conducted his Iſrael from Egypt, 
through the wilderneſs, to the Land of Promiſe, by 
his heavenly pillar of cloud in the day time, and of 


fire in the night ſeaſon; ſo in all after-times he 


leads along his elect, from their myſtical Egypt of 
ſin and miſery, through the wilderneſs of this 
wretched world, unto their everlaſting reſt in hea- 


ven, By his celeſtial pillar of ſupernatural light, the 


Holy Scriptures: 5 5 
The Author, or principal efficient, is the only wiſe 


God, ho is infinitely over all bleſſed for ever, Amen. 


All Scripture was given by inſpiration of God, and 
ineffably, as it were, breathed by the Holy Ghoſt ; 


whereupon the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles ſtiles 
them, the Oracles (the Word) of God, the Word of 
Chriſt, the Sayings of the Holy Ghoſt, the Sacred 


Letters, the Holy Scriptures, &c. And hence the 
ancients have honorifically magnified the Holy 
_ Scriptures, under the notions of the Book of God, 


the Divine Balance, the Sanctuary of the Scriptures, 
the Epiſtle of the omnipotent God unto his Creatures, 


where the word of God doth ſound, and the heart 
of God is learned; Invitatory Letters ſent unto us 
from our country Paradiſe, whereby our king 
Chriſt invites us to the heavenly country, &c. 
Theſe Scriptures, then, muſt needs be moſt divine, 
holy, heavenly, pure, perfect, wiſe, ſure, infallible, 


defirable, and every way moſt excelling, whoſe 


immediate author is the living God, 

The Penmen were not contemptible or ordinary, 
but incomparable and extraordinary perſons. As 
Moſes, the meckeſt man on earth, the peculiar 
favourite of God, with whom God talked face to 


face, the chief of all the prophets in Iſrael: 
Samuel, that mighty man in prayer: David the 
King, that man after God's own heart: King 


Solomon, that wiſeſt of all the kings, whom God 
honoured with the building of the temple: Daniel, 
In whom was found an excellent ſpirit, and great 
ER 85 „ 


able to allure the hearts o 
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dexterity i in expounding myſteries : John, the diſ- 
ciple whom Jeſus loved above all the reſt, who leaned 
on Jeſus breaſt: Paul, who was caught up into the 
third heavens, whoſe writings, (ſaith Chryſoſtom} 


like a wall of adamant, compaſs about, or ſurround 


all the churches. In a word, all of them holy 
men of God, moved by the Holy Ghoſt. Theſe 
being the penmen, how incomparable and ex- 


traordinary muſt their writings be? Who 


would not duch them, and earneſtly pry into 
them? ? 


The Matter af the Scripture ol "moſt inviting, 


men and angels to the 
ſtudy of them; yea, to tranſport and raviſh their 


ſpirits in the under ſtanding of them. Herein are. 


revealed moſt profound and inexplicable myſteries: 


the nature of the bleſſed God, ſimple, without 


compoſition ; all-ſufficient, without any external 


addition; immutable, without any ſhadow of alter-. 
ation; eternal, immenſe, incomprehenſible, omni 


preſent, and wholly infinite, without any limitation, 


&c. The unity of eſſence, the trinity of perſons; 
the Father not being the Sen, nor either of them 
the Holy Ghoſt; yet all of them the Holy God. 


The ſecrets of God's eternal counſels, eſpecially 
touching the electing of his own in Chriſt; predeſti- 
nating them to the adoption of children. The 
curious order of the creation, to bring his purpoſes 
to paſs. The permiſſion of man's fall from the 
pinnacle of his natural integrity, that thereby he 


might take occaſion to glorify the height of juſtice 


and mercy, in railing him up by Chriſt to a far 


higher pitch of ſupernatural felicity. The perſon 
| 5 office of Chriſt the Mediator, and both alto- 


gether wonderful; God and man united in one 
perſon, to unite God and man in one covenant; the 


Son of God became the Son of Man, to ke the 


ſons of men ſons of God. A king, to ſubdue all 
our enemies to us, and | us to himſelf. A prophet. bh 
to 
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in unveil the boſom ſecrets of his Father unto us. 
wo ar” offering up himſelf upon himſelf, by him 
| ſel 


; offering up himſelf the ſacrifice, as man ; upon 


himfelf, the altar, as God; by himſelf, the prieſt, 
as God-man. Chriſt was humbled, and thereby we, 
exalted; Chriſt wounded, we healed; Chriſt ac 
curſed, we bleſſed ; Chriſt flain, and we live; and 
Chriſt} conquered, that ſo we might be more than 
* through him that hath loved us. What 
ſhall I ay? In Scripture is revealed how enemies 
are reconciled ; finners juſtified, aliens adopted, 
beggars made heirs and coheirs with Chriſt; and 
how duſt and aſhes fhall be glorified for evermore. . 


Here are unfolded the covenant of grace, wholly 


made up of heavenly cordials. The promiſes of the 
life that now is, and that which is to come, exceed 
ing great and precious. The comforts of God, 
able to counterpoiſe the deepeſt diſtreſſes. And 

commands, ſurpaſſing all the laws in the world, 
in holineſs, juſtice, and goodneſs. _ 
HNere are diſcovered, the miſcries of all that are in 
the firſt Adam; the felicities of all that are in the 
fecond Adam; and the way how poor ſouls are 


tranſlated from: thoſe miſeries, to theſe felicities. 


Here you ſhall find God deſcending to man; in 


preparing all ſpiritual privileges for ſinners i in Jeſas 
Chriſt our Saviour; in tendering richeſt grace by 


covenant promiſes and ordinances; and in applying 


theſe preparations and tenders actually to the fout 
dy the Spirit. Man aſcending unto God by the 
ſptritualizing of his nature, acting of his faith, 
aſpiring of his deſires, fervency of his prayers, and 
holy tendency of his converſation; yea, both Gd 
and man ſweetly cloſing together in a moſt intimate 
communion in Jeſus Chriſt, which is as, another 
paradiſe, and heaven on earth. 


Here we learn how God's truth, threatning 
death in caſe of man's diſobedience, 1s fulfilled ; 


how God's ns, incenſe by man's fin, is fully 


executed ; 
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executed; and yet, how the ſinner is eternally 
faved, viz, by the ſatisfactory ſufferings of Jeſus 
: Chriſt, as the ſinner's ſurety. How the innocent 
tys down his life for the guilty ; the ſhepherd for 
| the flock; the captain for his ſoldiers; the phy- 
\ fician for his patients; the king for his ſubjects; 
the creator for his creatures; and God for man; 
and how he expects but their faith and love for all. 
How Chriſt was promiſed, and veiled under the 
Old Teſtament; exhibited and unveiled under the 
New. So that the whole Scriptures are but as the 
heavenly far leading to Chriſt. Here are deſcribed, 
man's creation in uprightneſs; man's corruption 
by undutifulneſs ; man's reſtoration by Chriſt ; and 
man's glorification with Chriſt. Here are plain 
truths to feed us: and obſcure truths to exerciſe us. 
The Scriptures are, as it were, another Cangan, 
flowing with milk and honey: with milk for nou- 
riſhment, with honey for refreſhment; with milk 
for food, with honey for medicine. Here are laws 
and leſſons for kings and ſubjects; for noble and 
ignoble; for rich and poor; for wiſe and unwile ; 
for bond and free; for ſtrong and weak; for young 
and old; for huſband, wife, parent, chitd, maſter, 
ſervant, and for all of whatſoever degree, condition, 
and capacity. They are profitable for doctrine, to 
learn us all divine truths, neceſſary to be known and 
believed unto ſalvation : For conviction, to refute 
all errors and hereſies repugnant to divine truth: 
For correction of all ſinful manners, and corru 
practices: For inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that, 
being made wiſe unto ſalvation, we may walk on 
in the right way to true happinefs: For arming us 
with patience, againſt all the hard things which we 
muſt undergo 1 in our pilgrim, ve: For ſupporting 
us with comfort, that nothing may make us taint 
in our way to heaven; and for increaſing and con- 
tuming o our hope of eternal bliſfs. 
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It muſt needs be the indiſpenſible duty of all 


that pretend to true piety and Chriſtianity, to know 


and underſtand the Holy Scriptures ſufficiently, | 
to prize and eſteem them highly ; to love them 
and delight in them exceedingly; to ſtudy and 
ſearch them (which is a noble employment) ac- 
curately; to believe them ſteadfaſtly; to apply 


them to their own particular caſes and conditions 
impatrtially ; to obey and practife them ſincerely, 


_ entirely, and continually. = 
In a word, what is there not in the "Holy 


Scriptures? Are we poor? Here's a treaſury of 
riches. Are we fick? Here are medicines. Are 


we an Here are cordials. Are we Chriſt- 
leſs? Here's the ſtar that leads to Chriſt. Are 


we Chriſtians? Here's the bands that keep i in 
Chrift. Are we afflicted? Here's our ſolace. Are 


we perſecuted? Here's our protection. Are we 
_ deſerted? Here's our recovery. Are we tempred ? 
Here's our ſword and victory. Are we young? 
Here's our beauty. Are we old? Here's our 
wiſdom. While we live, here's the rule =of our 


converſation ; when we die, here's the hope of our 


elorification. So that I may ſay with Tertullian, 


« adore the fullneſs of the Scripture.” Oh, bleſſed 


Scriptures! Who can know them, and not love 
them? Who can love them, and not delight to 


meditate in them night and day? Who can medi- 


tate in them, and not deſire to love them; love to 

deſire them, and both deſire and love to underſtand 
them? This is the book of books, (as David ſaid 
of Goliath s ſword) there s none like i it. 


Mens' books with worthleſs chaff are flor d, 
God's Scriptures golden grains afford. 
Rejett the chaff; and ſpend thy pains 


In 1 up theſe > gegen grains. 
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SCRIPTURE KNOWLEDGE, 9 


The inward form is that accurate conformity of 
the things laid down in Scripture, to that infallible 


and eternal truth of God's own underſtanding that 


indited and revealed them. Writings compiled 


by men, carry in them a conformity to the idea in 
their underſtanding, which being ſubject to igno- 
rance, error, and corruption, (through the imper- 


fection that is in them) muſt needs produce writ- 


ings imperfect, ignorant, erroncous, and corrupt; 
but no ſuch thing can be incident to the Scriptures, 


which are conformable to the divine underſtanding 
of the only wiſe God, which is infinite, unſearch- 
able, and wholly admirable; which is all light, 
without any darkneſs; all truth, without the leaſt 


error; all perfect, without any ſhadow of i imper- 


fection; all pure, without any colour of corruption. 
So that the Scriptures of themſelves cannot lead us 


into error, but the more we truly underſtand them, 


the more our minds ſhall be enriched with truth. 
The outward form of the Scriptures, or manner 


how things are therein revcaled, is not only plain 
and caſy, nor only dark or difficult, but rather 
mixed of both: ſome things being eaſy, ſome 


things hard to be underſtood ; * ſome places are 
« {uch ſhallows, lambs necd not be afraid to wade ; : 
re ſome again ſuch deeps, that clephants may ſwim.*? 


By. plainneſs God nouriſhes the weakeſt ; by ob- 


ſcureneſs he exerciſes the acuteſt. That facility 
occaſion not our contempt of Scriptures, there are 
interwoven ſome difficulties; that difficulties deter 
not from the ſtudy of Scripture, there are inter- 


mingled ſome facilities. For, as Auguſtine notes, 


« If all were ſhut up, how ſhould obſcure things be 
« revealed? If all things were hid, whence ſhould 
« the ſoul have ability-to knock for the opening of 


„things ſhut up?” Is, therefore, our capacity 


weaker? Here's relief for our infirmity. Is our 
apprehenſion deeper? Here's work enough for 


the moſt penetrating. So that the moſt ignorant 


B need 
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need not be afraid, nor the moſt intelligent aſhamed, 
of endeavours after Scripture underſtanding. 
The end 1s manifold and excellent, for which 


God committed his word to writing, and that 


writing to us, viz. For doctrine, that faith and 
truth may be aſſerted ; for reproof or conviction, 


that error may be confuted; as Athanaſius faid, 


* Hereticks are to be ſtoned with Scripture argu- 
re ments;** for correction of manners, enormous or 
offenſive; for inſtruction in the paths of righteouſ- 
neſs; and for conſolation, that drooping, dejected, 
diſtreſſed ſpirits may not be overwhelmed. 


This ſweet conſolatory virtue, and ſoul- ſupport- 


ing property of the Scriptures is very evident, and 
demonſtrated by the happy experience and ſenſe of 
comfort, which divers precious ſervants of the Lord 


have found in the Holy Scriptures, in their anxieties 
and troubles of conſcience, deepeſt — 


ſtraights, and death itſelf. 

David was wont to comfort himſelf with the 
word of God, eſpecially in his heavieſt afflictions. 
« This is my comfort in my affliction ; for thy 
« word hath quickened me. The proud have had 
te me in deriſion; yet have I not declined from thy 
« laws. I remembered thy judgments of old, O 
« Lord, and have comforted myſelf; and he elſe- 
where profeſſeth, « Unleſs thy law had been my 


« delights, I had then periſhed in mine afflictions.” 


Paul, comforting the Theſſalonians in the death of 
their Chriſtian friends, writes to them of the future 


reſurrection, judgement, and glory of the Saints, 


and coneludes, « Wherefore comfort one another 
« with theſe words. And the church of Chriſt 


_ herſelf, through the ſenſe of her own infirmities, 


and Chriſt's eſtrangements from her, cries to the 
miniſters, and her other friends, 0 ſtay me with 


= flaggons, and comfort me with apples, for I am 


« fick of love!” Wine and apples are pleaſant 


refreſhing cordials to fecble . ſpirits; ſo the 
precious 


[ 
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precious promiſes and Goſpel doctrines of Chriſt 


are to wounded ſouls. 
Father Latimer, ſtanding at the ſtake ready to 
ſhed his heart's blood for the truth, lifting up his 
eyes to heaven, with an amiable and chearful coun- 
tenance, comforted. himſelf with that Scripture ; 
« Faithful is God, who will not ſuffer us to be 
* tempted above what we are able.” 1 Cor. x. &; 
Mr. Midgolcy, miniſter at Rochdale, in Lan- 
caſhire, oppreſſed with melancholy, and fad 
temptations to ſelf-murder, and going down to the 
Vater fide to drown himſelf, having the New 
Teſtament in his pocket, it came into his thoughts, 
before he flung himſelf in, to read a little in his 
Teſtament; and opening it, happily firſt caſt his 
eye upon that cordial promiſe, « Come unto me, all 
ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will 
e give you reſt,” &c, Matth. xi. 28, 29. Wherc- 
upon he was ſo ſupported, that he inferred ; « Sayſt 
* thou ſo? Then I will not drown myſelf 8 
"Touching this one Scripture, one ſaid, * We 
had better want meat, drink, light of the ſun, alr, 
e earth, all the elements; yea, life itſelf, than that a 
one ſw cet ſentence of our Saviour, Come unto 
m8 OC. 
Mrs. Katherine Brettergh, of ee in 
Lancaſhire, in her fickneſs before her death, fell 
into great diſtreſs of ſoul, through apprehchenfions 
of the ſeverity of God's juſtice, the greatneſs of 
her ſins, want of faith, love to God, &c. Sometimes 
the would caſt her Bible from her, and ay, K 
* was indeed the book of life, but ſhe had read if 
* unprofitably ; and therefore feared it was become 
© to her the book of death. Sometimes ſhe would 
fay, „Her ſins had made her a prey to ſatan, a 
« ſpectacle to the world, a diſgrace to religion, and 


ea ſhame to her huſband, kindred, and all true 
«« Chriſtians.” 
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But at laſt ſhe was before her death reſtored to 
joys and comforts unſpeakable by means of the 
_ Scriptures: And taking the Bible in her hand, 


ſhe joyfully Kiſſed it, and looking up towards 


heaven, ſhe ſaid, « 0 Lord, it is good for me 
<« that I have been afflicted, that I might learn 
es thy ſtatutes, The law of thy mouth is better 
* to, me than thouſands of gold and - filver. 


Pſ. cxix. 71,72. She deſired her huſband to read 
ſome part of Scripture. He read the 17th of 
John; as he read verſe 9, J pray not for the 
< world, but for them which thou haſt given me, 
« for they are thine,” ſhe interrupted him, ſaying, 

*« O Lord j eſus, doſt thou pray for me? O bleſſed 


« and ſweet Saviour, how wonderful! how won 
« derful ! how wonderful are thy mercies! Read 


on, (ſaid the), the bleſſedeſt reading that ever 
cc] heard, the comfort whereof doth ſweeten 


c my ſoul.” When he came to verſe 24, 


Father, I will that they whom thou haſt given 
me, be with me, &c, © Stay, (ſaid ſhe) and 


« let me meditate on the 5 of the Lord; 
for now I perceive and feel the countenance of 


*« of Chriſt my Redeemer is turned towards me, 
* and the bright ſhining beams of his mercy are 
«« ſpread over me: Oh happy am] that ever I was 


born to ſee this bleſſed day! Praiſe, praiſe, Oh | 


« praiſe the Lord for his mercies! for he hath 


«© brought me out of darkneſs and the ſhadow of | 
death, &c. O my ſweet Saviour, ſhall I be one 


« with thee, as thou art one with thy Father? 


And wilt thou glorify me with that glory which 
* thou had'ſt with the Father before the world 


was? And doſt thou ſo love me, who am but 
** duſt and aſhes, to make me partaker of glory 
*« with Chriſt? What am] poor wretch, that thou 
art ſo mindful of me? Oh how wonderful! how 


v wonderful! how wonderful is thy love!“ Toa 
Chriſtian friend Was came in to lec her, wondering 


at 
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at her joys, ſhe ſaid, „O the joys! thejoys! the joys 
« that I feel in my ſoul ! they be wonderful! they 
« be wonderful! they be wonderful!” And thus 
ſhe continued raviſh'd in ſpirit, and triumping in 
God's praiſes till her laft; and then, with a ſweet 


countenace and ſtill voice ſhe ſaid, « My warfare 
is accompliſhed, and my iniquities are pardoned. 
% Lord, whom have I in heaven but thee, and I 


© have none on earth but thee. My fleſh faileth, 


« and my heart alſo, but God is the ſtrength of 


© my hcart, and my portion for ever. He that 
« preſerveth Jacob, and defendeth his Iſracl, he 
e is my God, and will guide me unto death. 


Guide me, O Lord my God, and ſuffer me not 


« to faint, but keep my foul in ſafety!” Aſter 
which ſhe preſently fell aflcep in the Lord. 
Mr. John Holland, B. p. a mcmorable ſaint 


and rarely qualified preacher, how was he com- 


forted with the Holy Scriptures in the valley of 


the ſhadow of death! The 2 day before he dicd, it 


pleaſed him, as formerly often, ſo then 1 DAR 


_ eagerly, to call for the Holy Bible, with theſe 
words, „Come, O come, Death approacheth, let 


«us gather ome flowers to comfort this hour.“ 
And turning with his own hands to the eight 
chapter of Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans, he gave 
me the book, (faith Mr. William Leigh, paſtor 
of Standiſh) and bid me read: at the end of every 
verſe he made a pauſe, and gave the ſenſe in ſuch 
ſort and fecling as was much to his own comfort: 
and our joy and wonder. 
Having thus continued his meditation and ex- 
poſition * the ſpace of two hours or more, on the 


ſudden he faid, „O ſtay your reading ; What 
. « brightneſs is this I ſee ? Have you lighted up 


f any . ? To which I anſwered, No; it 1s 
the {un-ſhine (for it was about ſive o clock in * 
clear ſummer's evening). „ Sun-ſnine, (ſaith he) 
F nay, my Saviour” 8— ikine | Now farewel world, 

56 welcome 
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welcome heaven: The Day-ſtar from on high 
* hath viſited my heart. 0 ſpeak it when I am 
* gone, and preach it at my funeral, that Gon 
« DEALETH FAMILIARLY WITH MANI I feel his 
«* mercy, I ſee his majeſty; whether in the body, 
v or out of the Kody, 1 cannot tell, God he 
e knoweth; but I ſee things that are unutterable.” 
So rabiſhed i in ſpirit, he ſtretched himſelf towards 
heaven, with a cheerful look and ſoft voice: 
What he ſaid we could not conceive, At laſt, 


ſhrinking down again, he gave a ſigh with theſe. 


words, * Ah, yet it will not be! my fins keep 
c me from my God. Thus, that evening, twice 
riſing and twice falling, with the ſun in the 


morning following he roſe never to fall; when 


again raiſing himſelf, as Jacob did upon his ſtaff, 
he ſhut up his life with theſe bleſſed words : 
O what an happy change ſhall I make! from 


„ night to day, from darkneſs to light, from death 


to life, from ſorrow to ſolace, from a factious 


« world to an heavenly being, O my dear 


« brethren, ſiſters and friends! it pitieth me to 
<< leave you behind, yet remember my death when 
« ] am gone; and what I now feel, I hope you 


«« you will find ere you die, that G0 DOTH AND 


© WILL DEAL FAMILIARLY WITH MEN, And now 


« thou fiery chariot, that came down to fetch up 


« Elijah, carry me to my happy home; and all ye 


« bleſſed angels, who attended the ſoul of Lazarus, 


« to bring it up to heaven; bear me, O bear me 
into the boſom of my beſt beloved. Amen, 


* Amen. Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly 
And ſo he fell aſleep. 


Take all the So writings now in the world, 


none of them all can thus raiſe up a drooping 


and diſconſolate ſoul from the depth of woe and 


Horror ; none of them can fill the heart thus brim- 


full of ſweeteſt peace; none of them all can thus 


enlarge 
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enlarge and raiſe the ſpirit to ecſtacies of heavenly 
joy and raviſhments, through apprehenſions of 
God's love and mercy, above grief, above tempt- 
ation, above lin, above all fear of death, (that 
King of Terrors) as this bleſſed Word of God can. 
Who would not now labour to underſtand the Scrip- 
tures? Who would not treaſure up, embrace, and 
greedily ſwallow down theſe ſoul-reviving cordials? 
Now then how exceedingly do we fruſtrate and 
make void, as to ourſelves, the chief ends and 
| ſcope of the Lord in imparting his Holy Scriptures 
to us, if we ſtudy not to underſtand them! In 
Doctrine, they aſſert the truth and confute error; 
In Practice, they direct in well-doing, correct for 
ill-doing, and comfort fainting ſouls in all their 
perplexities. e , 


RULES, ox DIRECTIONS, 
rok FFFECTUALLY GAINING 


SCRIPUURE KNOWLEDGE. 


RULE I. 


BIC WISDOM OF THE ONLY WISE GOD, Wuo GIVES 
5 LIBERALLY AND UPBRAIDS NOT. 


Tua by God's wiſdom you may know God's 
mind; by the aſliſtance of that Spirit which indited 
the Scriptures, you may diſcern the true ſenſe 
and meaning of the Scriptures. For what the 

a woman 
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woman ſaid of Jacob's well, may, in ſome things, 
be much more affirmed of theſe Wells of Salva- 


tion, © Thou haſt nothing to draw with, and the 
well is deep.“ Scripture myſteries are profound, 


and our capacities very ſhallow ; when we know 


moſt, we know but in part. Intreat the Lord, 


therefore, to anoint thy eyes with eye-ſalve, that 
thou mayeſt ſee, to open thy underſtanding, as 
ſometimes he did the Apoſtles, to underſtand the 
Scriptures. When thou ſetteſt thyſelf to peruſe 


the Scripture from day to day, forget not to dart 
up David's ſweet petition unto God, „Open thou 
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things 
out of thy law.” Luther profeſſed, that he got 
more underſtanding by Prayer, than by all his 


ſtudy beſides. 


RULE II. 


PRAY SINCERELY FOR A TRULY GRACIOUS SPIRIT, 


THEN THOU SHALT BE ABLE TO PENETRATE 


INTO THE INWARD MARROW AND MYSTERIES - 


OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, 


He will belt cmprchend Scripture meaning 
in his head, that hath got the Scripture law 
written in his heart. Thou wilt never underſtand 
Paul's meaning, unleſs thou drinkeſt of Paul's 
ſpirit. Gracious perſons are illuminated perſons ; 


they have the anointing that teacheth them all 


things neceſſary to ſalvation. The Lord delights 


to impart his ſecrets to them that fear him; What 
man is he that fearcth the Lord? him ſhall he 


teach in the way that he ſhall chuſe. The ſecret 
of the Lord is with them that fear him, and he 
will ſhew them his covenant. Chriſt hath pro- 


miſcd peculiarly to manifeſt hi imſelf to them that 


love 
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love him, ſo as not unto the world; and where 
Chriſt is ſo manifeſted, the ſenſe of Scripture is 
ſingularly manifeſted; for Chriſt is the kernel of 


the Scripture. The graceleſs man, though by 


light of Nature and accompliſhments of Art, may 
know much of Scripture theoretically and ſpecu- 


latively, yet his light is but darkneſs; he reaches 
not to the life of underſtanding; knows God's 
mind in Scripture only as we know far countries, 


by maps: But the gracious perſon underſtands 


the Scriptures experimentally and feelingly, as a 


traveller knows remote countries in which he 


_ hath actually been. «© The natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
_ fooliſhneſs unto him: neither can he know them, 
becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. But he 


that is ſpiritual judgeth all things.----We have 


the mind of Chriſt,” 


RULE III. 


' PERUSE THE SCRIPTURES WITH AN HUMBLE SELPT= 


_ DENYING HEART. 


Be not puffed up or conceited with your own 


knowledge, or other perfections. © He that 


thinks he knows any thing, knows nothing yet as 
he ought to know.” Empty veſſels are moſt 


_ receptive; ſo are ſelf-emptying minds. It is a 
great help to knowledge, not to be ignorant of our 


ignorance: for ſenſe of want ſpurs on endeavours 
after enjoyment. The fructifying ſhowers quickly 
glide away from the lofty hills, but they ſtay and 


ſoak into the low valleys. God, that reſiſts the 
proud, gives grace to the humble and Jowly ; and 


S | among 
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among other graces, the grace of knowledge and 


underſtanding : For, „with the lowly is wiſdom. 
The meek (or humble) will he guide in Judge- 


ment; and the mcek will he teach his wa 
Thus faith Chriſt, «© I thank thee O Father ! 


Lord of heaven and earth! becauſe thou haſt hid 
theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, but haſt 


revealel them unto babes. Be, therefore, clothed 


with humility in the uſe of Scripture, that true 
. Know ledge may Increaſe, 


RULE IV. 


TAMILIARIZE THE SCRIPTURE TO THY SELF BY 
CONSTANT AND METHODICAL EXERCISE THEREIN. 


Mernor and order, as it is the mother of 


memory, ſo it 18 a ſingular friend to a clear 


underſtanding. The generality of Scripture hath _ 
ſuch a connection, one part with another, that 
ſmall inſight into it will be gained by reading it 


confuſedly and diſorderly ; therefore read the 
Whole in order. 


Be conſtant in peruſing and ſtudying the Scrip- 


_ tures; hereby Scripture phraſe and ſenfe will 


become familiar and eaſy. Uſe not Scripture only 


by fits and ſtarts, in ſme good pangs or moods, 
but habitually converſe with Scripture, trade in 


them, © meditate therein night and day.“ Let 


the word of Chriſt not only lodge or ſojourn in 


you, but even dwell in you. Hence thoſe com- 


mands of God to his people of ald: © This book 
of the law {hall not depart out of thy mouth, but 


thou ſhalt meditate therein day and night. 5 
een 
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* Theſe words ſhall be in thine heart, and thou 


ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and 
ſhalt talk ofthem when thou fitteſt in thine houſe, 


and when thou walkeſt by the way, and when thou 
lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up. And thou 
Malt bind them for a ſign = ed thine hand,“ &c. 


RULE v. 


CAREFULLY AND JUDICIOUSLY OBSERVE THE AC-- 
CURATE CONCORD AND HARMONY OF THE HOLY 
' SCRIPTURES. 3 


Tuovon written by feveral perſons, at ſeveral 
times, in feveral places, yet one and the ſame 


7 Spirit inditing all, is ſtill like himſelf, conſonant 


to himſelf in all. The diſcord is in our minds, 
and not in God's Word, 

Scriptures ſome times ſeem contrary, repugnant, 
and oppoſite one to another, yet they are not, but 
ſweetly agree; As, when the word or phraſe is 
uſed in ſeveral places, not in the ſame, but in 
Teveral ſenſes and acceptations: When they treat 
not of the ſame, but 6f ſeveral ſubjects: When 
they ſpeak not of the ſame, but ſeveral parts of a 
thing: When they ſpeak not in ſeveral places ac- 


cording to the fame, but ſeveral reſpects: When 


they intend nat the ſame, bur ſeveral times. 
Theſe things well conſidered, wòill lay a notable 
foundation for reconciling all places of Scripture 
that ſeem to be any way oppoſite one to another. 
Take the illuſtrations of them ſeverally. _ 


Scriptures ſeem oppoſite, but are not, when 
the ſame word or phraſe, in ſcveral places, is uſcd 
not in the fame, but in ſeveral ſenſes and accept- 

C 2 | ations: 
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ations : for he ſame word hath oſt- times ſeveral 
ſignifications. In ſuch caſe, diſtinguiſh the ſeveral | 
acceptations, and the Scriptures agree. 


As, Paul faith, Work out your own ſalvation 
with fear and trembling, Phil. ii. 12. but John 


ſaith, There is no fear in love, but perfe& love 


caſteth out fear. 1 John iv. 18. Theſe places are 


not _—_— | becauſe the word fear, in John, 


ſignifies a baſe, ſervile, ſlaviſh fear; in Paul, a 


filial, child-like, religious fear. 

Again, Chriſt faith, If a man keep my ſaying, * 
he ſhall never ſee death. John viii. 51. But Paul 
faith, It is appointed to all men once to die. 


Heb. ix. 27. Yet here is no oppoſition, for Chriſt 


ſpeaks of death ſpiritual and cternal ; Paul of 
death temporal or corporal. 


Moſes faith, God reſted on the feventh day 


from all his work. Gen. 11. 3. But Chriſt faith, 
ag Father worketh hitherto, and I work. John v. 


Yet here is no oppoſition; for the works of 


God are either works of creation, whereby new 
kinds of creatures are made; ſo Moſes intended 
that God reſted from his work ; or works of pre- 


ſcrvation and providence, ſuſtaining and govern- 


ing his works created; ſo Chriſt meant, the Father 


and he wrought ſtill. 
Further, Chriſt ſaith, If any man come to me, 
and hate not his father and mother, and wife and 


children, and brethren and ſiſters, yea and his own 
life alſo, he cannot be my diſciple. Luke xiv. 26. 
But Paul ſaith, Huſbands love your wives, Col. iii. 


19. No man ever yet hated his own fleſh. Eph. v, 


29. Yet no oppoſition ; for hatred is cither taken 
properly and abſolutely ; ſo underſtand Paul ; 
_ comparatively, a leſs love being counted hatred ; 


of that underſtand Chriſt. 
Moreover, Paul faith, Therefore we conclude 


of 


*. 
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of the law. Rom iii. 28. But James ſaith, Ye ſee 
then how that by works a man is juſtified, and not 
by faith only. James ii. 24. Yet no real oppoſi- 
tion; for juſtitication in Paul's ſenſe, ſignifies an 
inſtrumental. application of God's righteouſneſs, 
viz. Jeſus Chriſt to ourſelves, and fo faith alone 
juſtifies before God; but juſtification in James's 
' ſenſe ſignifics a declar ative maifeſtation of the truth 
of that faith whereby we arc juſtified, by the fruits 
and works of it. Paul ſpeaks of our juſtification 
before God; James of our juſtification before men. 
Paul, of the juſtification of our perſons by faith; 


ames, of the juſtification of our faith itſelf by 
J * 
works, 


Holy Scriptures ſeem oppoſite, but are not, 
when they treat not of the ſame, but of ſeveral 
ſubjects or ſeveral matters. As, Chriſt promiſed 
the Apoſtles, (John xvi. 13.) When the Spirit of 
Truth ſhould come, he ſtould guide them into all 
truth. But Paul teſtified that Peter erred, and 
was to be blamed. Here are ſeveral ſubjects, VIZ. 
doctrine, and practice: As to doctrine, the Apol- 
tles erred not therein, becauſe they had it imme- 
diately from God: But as to matter of practice, 
Peter there erred, difſembling tellowſhip with the 
Gentiles for fear of the Jews. Nor were any of 
the Apoſtles exempted from lin and error in 
pract! ice. 

Furthermore, John the Baptiſt being aſked, If 
he was Elias, anſwered, J am not. John i. 21 
And yet Chriſt ſaith, John Baptiſt was that Elias 
which was for to come, Mat. x1. 14. viz. Not 
perſonally, but virtually. So here is no oppo- 
ſition. | 


Scriptures ſeem oppoſite, but are not, when 
though they ſpeak of the ſame matter or ſubject, 


ee — 
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yet they intend not the ſame, but ſeveral. parts 
thereof. As Paul faith, In me dwells no good 
thing. Rom. vii. 18. And yet he ſaith, I delight 
tn the law of God, Rom. 112 22. which doubtleſs 
is good. Yet theſe oppoſe not, becauſe in the 
former Paul ſpeaks of his carnal, unregenerate 
part-—-In me, that is in my fleſh, dwells no good 
thing: /in the latter, of his ſpiritual regenerate 
_ part=--[ delight i in the law of God after the inward 
man. 
Again, Chriſt faith, The Father is greater than 
1. John xiv. 28. But Paul faith, Chriſt Jeſus 
being in the form of God, thous gh it no robbery 
to be equal with God. Phil. ii. 5, 6. Yet no 
oppoſition; for in Chriſt's Aire” i are two natures, 
the human, and divine. Now as Chriſt is God, 
fo he 1s equal to the Father, as Paul meant : as 


Chriſt is man, ſo the Father! is greater than FRE, as 
he himſelf ſaid. 


gene ſeem ocpolite and contrary, but are 

not, when they ſpeak of things not in the ſame, 
but in ſeveral reſpects, notions, or conſiderations. 
For the ſeveral reſpect, removes all contradiction 
or oppoſition. 

As, Chriſt faith, If I bear witneſs of myſelf, 
my witneſs is not true. John v, 31. But elſewhere 
he ſaith, Though I bear record of myſelf, yet my 
record is true. John viii. 14. Yet here is no 
oppoſition indeed, becauſe Chriſt ſpeaks of bearing 
witneſs of himſelf in ſeveral reſpects : In the for- 
mer place, of bearing witneſs of himſclf disjunctly 
and ſolely without the Father, ſo his witneſs was 
not true: In the latter, of bearing witneſs of 
himſelf conjunctly or jointly with the Father; 
ſo his witneſs of himſelf is true. 

Again, John faith, He that is born of God, 
comminterh not fin, nor can ſin. 1 John 111.9. And ; 


Vet 
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yet elſewhere, If we ſay that we have no fin, we 
deceive ourſelves, and the truth is not in us. If 
we ſay that we have not ſinned, we make him a 
liar. 1 John i. 8, 10. Yet here is no real oppoſi- 
tion; for, in ſome reſpects, they that are born of 
God may be ſaid to fin, in ſome reſpects they ſin 
not. They have fin original in them, and actual 
fin through infirmity is done by them, while they 
they are in this world; but they fin not as un- 
regenerate men ſin, viz. Not againſt the Goſpel 
remedy, Jeſus Chriſt: Not as under the reign of 
1in: Not with a full will: Not preſumptuouſly ; 
Not habitually : Not with allowance of themſelves 
in any boſom corruption: Not totally and finally: 
Furthermore, God faith, I am the Lord, I change 
not. Mal. iii. 6. And elſewhere he faith, I will 
repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them, and 
I will repent of the good wherewith I ſaid I w ould 
benefit them. Jer. xvill. 8, 10. Yet no real con- 
tradiction ; for in ſome ſenſe God cannot repent, 
VIZ. affectively, in reſpect of his eſſence, no nor 
in reſpect of his eternal decree: In ſome ſenſe, 
after the manner of men, he is ſaid to repent, viz. 
effectively, in reſpect of his works w hich he 
effecteth, when he doth ſomething croſs to what 
he had formerly done, as when he drowned the 
world which he had made: dethroned Saul whom 
he had anointed king, &c, 5 


Finally, Scriptures may ſeem, but are not, really 
oppolite, when they intend not the fame, but 
ſeveral times; or at leaſt, when they ſpeak of the 
ſame times in ſeveral reſpects. Diitinguith wiſely 
the times and reſpects, and the oppoſition ceaſeth. 

As, Jotham, ton of Uzziah, is ſaid to reign. 
ſixteen years in Jeruſalem. 2 Kings xv, 33. And 
yet mention is made of the twentieth year of Jo- 
tham, ſon of Uzziah, 2 2 Kings xv. 30. Notwith- 
ſtanding 
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ſtanding here is no real oppoſition in this com- 
putation; for Jotham reigned alone only ſixteen 
years: but he reigned with his father Uzziah, 
(who could not manage the affairs of the king- 
dom, being ſmitten with leproſy) tour years before 
In all twenty years. 

Again, Matthew faith, After fix days, Jef 
taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and 
bringeth them up into an high mountain apart. 
Mat. xvii. 1. But Luke ſaith, About eight days 
after theſe ſayings, he took Peter, and John, and 
James, and went up into a mountain. Luke ix. 28. 
| Yet no oppoſinon ; for either it may be ſaid, 

Luke's expreſſion of © about eight days after, bath 

a latitude, and may bear a day under; and 

Maithew's expreſſion, after ſix days,“ hath a 
latitude, and may bear a day cr two over: Or 
Matthew numbers the days eee Luke | 
e : 


RULE VI. 


LEARN | THAT EXCELLENT ART or EXPLAINING 
AND UNDERSTANDING THE SCRIPTURES BY THE 
SCRIPTURES, 


Bb Scriptures, in ſome places, ſpeak more 
darkly and dubiouſly ; in other places they expreſs 
the ſame things more clearly and certainly. The 
doubtful are to be explained by the certain, as 
dark places by thoſe that are clear. 8 

As, Peter being to prove to the Jews Chriſt's 
reſurrection by Scripture, viz. Thou wilt not leave 
my ſoul 1 in hell, nor ſuffer thine holy one to ſee 
corruption. 


*. 
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corruption, PC. xvi. 10. he alledgeth for clearing 
this, another ſcripture to evince that this promiſe 
was made to David concerning Chriſt, and could 
not properly be intended of David himſelf ; ; Men 


and brethren let me freely ſpeak to you of the 


Patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, 


and his ſepulchre i is with us unto this day. There 
fore he being a prophet, and knowing that God 


had ſworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit 


of his loins, according to the fleſh, he would raiſe 


up Chriſt to ſit on his throne: He ſeeing this 
before, ſpake of the reſurrection of Chriſt, that 


his ſoul was not left in hell, ncither his fleſn did 
ſee corruption. Acts ii. 29, 30, 31. Thus you ſee 


Scripture 1s the beſt expounder of itſelf, © He is 
the beſt reader, who brings not an interpretation 
to Scripture, nor impoſeth a ſenſe upon Scripture, 
but findeth a ſenſe in Scripture, and draws 1t from 
Scripture.” 

Now that we may more ſucceſsfully and clearly 


underſtand Scripture by Scripture, theſe enſuing 


| N are to be obſerved. 


. q hat Feſus Chriſt our Mediator and the Salva. 


tion of ſinners by him, is the very ſulflance, marrote, 
foul, and ſcope of the whole Scriptures. Chriſt is the 
truth and iubſtance of all the types and ſhadows. 
Chriſt is the matter and ſubſtance of the covenant 


of grace under all adminiſtrations thereof. Under 
the old teſtament Chriſt is vailed, under the new 
covenant revealed. Chrift 1s the center of all the 


promiſes; for in him all the promiſes of God are 
yea and Amen. Chriſt is the thing ſignified, ſealed, 


and exhibited in all the Sacraments of the Old and 


Neu Teſtament, whether ordinary or extraor- 
dinary. Scripture genealogies ate to lead us on 
to the true line of Chriſt. Scripture chronologics 


are to diſcover. to us the times and ſeaſons of 
D | = Chriſt. 
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. Chriſt. Scripture laws are our ſchoolmaſter to 


bring us to Chriſt---the Moral by correcting, the 
Ceremonial by directing. And Scripture Goſpel 


is Chriſt's light, whereby we know him; Chriſt's 
voice, whereby we hear and follow him; Chriſt's 
cords of love, whereby we are drawn 1 into ſweet 


union and communion with him; yea it is the 
power of! God unto ſalvation unto all them that 


| believe in Chriſt Jeſus. Keep, therefore, Jeſus 


Chriſt in your eye, in the peruſal of the Scripture, 
as the end, ſcope, and ſubſtance thereof. For as 


the ſun gives light to all the heavenly bodies, ſo 


Jeſus Chriſt the Sun of Righteouſneſs ae light 
to all the Holy See 1 


8 Remember how Feſus Cbrif 7s revealed in Scrip- 


ture, gradually in promiſes and covenants, til the 


noon-day of the Goſpel fhined forth in all its luftre. 


Eſpecially in theſe more remarkable periods of 


time: To Adam, immediately upon his fall, moſt 
obſcurely and imperfectly : To Noah more clearly 
than to Adam: To Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 


more clearly than to Noah: To Moſes and Iſrael 


at Mount Sinai, more clearly than to Abraham: 


To David and his ſeed more clearly than to Moſes: 
To Ifrael after the Babyloniſh captivity, more 
clearly than to David : To the church under the 


New Teſtament, the new covenant is laid open more 


clearly than to others ; ; for God is a God of order, 


and he makes known his gracious contrivances 
orderly. Chriſt and falvation by him are treaſures 


too high and precious to be diſcloſed all at once 
to the church. The ſtate of the church is various; 


ſhe hath her infancy, her youth, and all the degrees 5 


of her minority, as alſo her riper age; and there- 


fore God revealed Chriſt, not according to his own 

ability of revealing, but according to the Church's 

capacity of receiving. This gradual revealing of 
Chriſt 


SCRIPTURE KNOWLEDGE. 27 
Chriſt ſuits well with our condition in this world 
which is not perfect, but growing on to perfection, 
fully attainable in heaven only. Now this gradual 
2 unvailing of the covenant and promiſes in Chriſt, 
is to be much conlidered throughout the Whole 
Scripture; that we may ſee the wiſdom of God's 
diſpenſations, the imperfection of the church's 
condition here, eſpecially in her minority ; and 
the uſefulneſs of comparing the more dark and 
imperfect, with the more clear and complete 


manifeſtations of the myſteries of God's grace in 
| Chritt, 5 


3. Well compare the texts you world underfland 
with the context, aud note the ene For though 
ſome Scriptures are laid down in certain independ- 
ing aphoriſms, like an heap of gold rings or 
diſtinct | jewels, or like a rich cabinet of pearls, as 
moſt part of the Proverbs, yet the generality of 
the Scriptures are linked together, part with part, 
like a golden chain, intwincd or woven together 
like a filken web, one thing fo depending pon 
aue as that they mutally help to the 1aterpret=- 

ing of one another. Conſider, therefore, the 
coherence and dependance, otherwiſe you will run 
into a thouſand mifu nderſtandings. As, Where 
it is ſaid, If the righteous icarcely be faved, where 
ſhall the ungodly and the ſinner appear? 1 Pet. 
iv. 18. A weak Chriſtian perhaps is diſcouraged 
hereby, and thinks he ſhall ſcarce ever come to 
heaven: Now the context clears it.; for the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks that judgement (or aftlict; on) 
muſt begin at the houſe of God, God' People, 
and thence argues to the certainty of w icked mens! 
greater puniihments : fo that here /carcety be ſaved 
is to be underſtood, not of ſpiritual and eternal 
ſalvation from hell, but of temporal ſalvation 

ing | from 


28 RULES FOR CAINING 


from temporal afflictions and perſecutions, from 
which the — thall not be free. 


l types with anti-types, or thine: typi. 
fed. The types more familiarly lead us to the 
underſtanding and apprehending of things typified, 

and conſequently more firmly fix them in our 
memories. The anti-types more evidently unfold 
and unvail the types unto us. As, the type of the 
brazen ſerpent paralleled with Chriſt the truth. 
The type of manna, and water out of the rock, 
with the anti-type, Chriſt, whoſe body and blood 5 
are meat and drink indeed, &c. 


5. Carefully conſider what prophecies and promiſes 
are already actually fulfilled, and what remain further 
to be fulfilled in their ſeaſon, For ſo far as any 
Scripture clearly teſtifics the fulfilling of any 
of them, ſo far we have a clear and undoubted 
commentary upon them: As, Ia. vii. 14. fulfilled 
and ſo cleared, Mat. i. 22, 23. So, alſo, Exod. 
X11. 46. fulfilled and cleared, John xix. 26. 80 
Iſa. Ixi. 1, 2. fulfilled and cleared, Luke iv. 18, 
19, 21. with many ſuch ike. And where pro- 
phecies or promiſes are found to be yet unfulfilled, 
we ſhall thereby be excited to ſtudy them, and 
the intended time of their accompliſhment, exer- 
Ciſing faith and Prayer ee 


6. Finally, Compare carefully the Old and New 
T, eftament together ; and ſpecially all thoſe places in 
the Old Teſtament which are in any reſpect 
alledged in the New, whether the phraſe and 
words only, or the ſenſe and matter only, or both 
words and matter, be cited. This would give 


wonderful light to many Manches of paſſages in 
the Bible. 
RULE 


SCRIPTURE KNOWLEDGE. 29 


RULE VII 


ENDEAVOUR SINCERELY TO PRACTICE SCRIPTURE, 
AND YOU SHALL SOLIDLY UNDERSTAND SCRIP= 
TURE. 


Kenny faid i « He rightly reads the 
Scripture that turns words unto works, knowing 
into doing. The mighticſt man in practice, will 
in the end prove the mightieſt man in Scripture. 
Theory is the guide of practice ; practice the life 
of theory. Where Scripture contemplation aud 
experience meet both together in the ſame perſon, 
true Scripture underſtanding | muſt needs be 
hightened and doubled. To this effect is Chriſt's 
promiſe, © My doctrine is not mine, but his that 
Tent me; if any man will do his will, he ſhall know 
of the doctrine whether it be of God.“ To like 
purpoſe ſubſcribes the experience of David: 
© Thou through thy commandments haſt made 
me wiſer than 1 my enemies; for they are ever with 
me. I have more underſtanding than all my 
teachers; for thy teſtimonies are my meditation. 
1 underſtand more than the Ancients, becauſe I 
1 thy precepts.” 


A 
COMMENTARY 
5 [ 3 WR hag | = 
LORD's PRAYER. 
MAT. Vi. 9 to 14. 


Prayer is an 1 offering up of our deſires to God i in 
the name of Chriſt, according to his will, for bleſſ- 


ings upon dür en or others, with confellion of 


ſins, and thankful acknowledgment of his mercies. 
All theſe are in this prayer of prayers, uſually 


called, Tux Lory's PRAVER; becauſe the Lord 


Chriſt himſelf immediately framed it, and taught 
it to his diſciples, partly as a Rule of Prayer, 
according to which all their prayers were to be 
made, and the errors of their prayers corrected, 
«© Aﬀer this manner pray ye.“ Partly as a LIN 
of Prayer, which they might uſe in praying 
When you pray, ſay, &c. 

The principal parts in this prayer, are the 
Preface, the Subſtance, and the Concluſion. 


The Preface deſcribes God to whom we Pray, 


1. By his dear relation to us, Our Father, therefore 


moſt willing to Fry us or others, with or for 


whom we pray. 2. By his greatneſs and majeſty 
in himſelf; 2 art in heaven. Therefore git 


able to hear and help all his children; and moſt 


juſtly to be reverenced by them. 
Ihe Subſtance of the Prayer is Petition and 
Gratulation. 

It contains ſix petitions, wherein we aſk things 
concerning God and ourſelves. 


In 


THE LORD'S PRAYERs 31 


In prayer we are to mind and ſeek the things of 
God, before and more than our own. 


Concerning God, we petition three things. 
1. That his name, 1.e. AJ] that whereby God 


makes himſelf known to his creatures, as men 


are known by their names ; may be hallowed. i. e. 
that he will over-rule and order all things for his 


own glory ; and that he would enable us and all 


his children to o glorify him 1n all things. Hallowed 


te thy name. 
2. That his kingdom may come : i. e. That his 
kingdom of power may be manifeſted in the 


deſtruction of Satan, and all God's enemies. 2. 


That his kingdom of grace may be advanced, both 
in ourſclves and in alf be longing to the election of 
grace. 3. That the kingdom of glory may be 


haſtened, that the elects' happineſs may be full, 


Chriſt may reſign up the Kingdom to the Father, 
and God may be all in all. 7 by kingdom come. 


. That hes twill may be done in earth as it is in 


beavien, 1. e. That we and all the ſaints on earth, 
may purely, cheerfully, ſpeedily, univerſally, and 
conſtantly, keep, do, and ſubmit to his will, as 
angels and glorified ſaints do in heaven. 7 by cell! 
Je done in earth as it is in peaven. 


Concerning ourſelves, We Petition. allo three 
things, VIZ. 

1. That all temporal bleſſings may be 3 
upon us, ours, and his. Give us this day our daily 
Lead. Herein we acknow ledge God the author 


and diſpoſer of all theſe things. We deſire them 
of him as a mere gift of his grace; Give us. We 


beg only competent neceflaries; daily bread ; not 


5 Tuperfiuities. We pray only for preſent necella- 
riss; his day; and that we may not ſinfully covet. 


future proviſions, becauſe we pray for them only 


tor the preſent day, and that every day. 


2, That all our {ins may be pa; do! ncd, 41d for- 
NN <A. A 


>: COMMENTARY, &Cc. 


give us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Here we 
_ confeſs that we have ſins; that thoſe ſins are debts, 
to which, without Chriſt's ſatisfaction, God's 
eternal judgment i is due. We pray that in Chriſt {| 
theſe debts may be pardoned, freely, fully, and | 
daily. And we had need to pray daily for pardon, 
for we ſin daily: our faith is but weak, and our 1 
aſſurance/of pardon but imperfect. We profeſs E 
we ought and do forgive our debtors freely, fully, 
and daily their wrongs and injuries to us, (though 1 
not always the damage, ) whence we confirm our 2 
hope, that God doth and will forgive us. ge 
3. That we may be preſerved from temptation 
do ſin, or at leaſt from the evil of thoſe tempta- 
tions. And lead us not into templation, but deliver 
#s from evil, Acknowledging that we are prone 
to evil; that we are weak to withſtand temptation : 
that God hath power over all corruptions, tempters, FE 
and temptations. We pray that we may be pre- 2 
ferved from temptations to fin; kept from the 
the evil of temptations; and at laſt wholly delivered 
out of all temptations. 
Gratulation. For thine is the kingdom, the power 
and the glory for ever. Wherein we thankfully 
Praiſe God, acknowledging the perpetuity of his 
kingdom, power, and glory; and we hopefully 
encourage ourſelves, from theſe perfections of 
God, to obtain of him what we have prayed for. UG 
The Concluſion, Amen. The ſealing up of 2 
7 prayer, wherein we ſummarily teſtity our defire » mz 
of theſe benefits we have prayed for from God; e 
our zeal to that praiſe we have aſcribed unto . 
God; our faith and aſſurance, that God will = 
accept both our r petitions: -and praiſes. 1 
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